
Overview. SAIs response to the COVID-19 pandemic, May 2020 

1 

 

SAIs response  
to COVID-19 
pandemic 
 

 

2020 

Brief overview prepared by  
the Department for International and Regional Cooperation  
of the Accounts Chamber of the Russian Federation  



Overview. SAIs response to the COVID-19 pandemic, May 2020 2 

Table of Contents 
 

SAIs Mode of Operation 3 

Online Work Processes 7 

How SAIs respond to the COVID-19 10 

Guidelines and Audits on COVID-19 10 

More Open SAIs 19 

Raising Public Awareness about COVID-19 19 

SAIs’ Publications on COVID-19 and Related Issues 20 

Direct Involvement in the Fight against COVID-19 24 

 

  



Overview. SAIs response to the COVID-19 pandemic, May 2020 3 

 
The Accounts Chamber of the Russian Federation as the Chair of the International 

Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) for 2019–2022 continues  

to monitor measures taken by Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs) that are INTOSAI 

members in the context of the COVID-19 and presents the second issue 

of the overview “SAIs response to the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

This overview is based on information published on official websites of SAIs and their 

social media accounts about the SAIs’ mode of operation, response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, conducted audits and public awareness. The SAIs related activities in April 

was described in the previous overview “SAIs response to the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

 

SAIs Mode of Operation  
 

At the moment many states (for example, Belgium, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 

Denmark, France, Greece, New Zealand, Portugal, Russia, Slovakia, Switzerland, the 

United Kingdom, the USA, Vietnam) are easing lockdown measures and gradually 

relaunch the public life. 

In this regard some SAIs have already returned or are gradually returning  

to the normal mode of operation (for example, in New Zealand, Slovenia, Spain, 

Uruguay). 

New Zealand. In keeping with Government Guidance for Alert Level 2 the SAI’s office 

is open with safety measures in place to protect staff and visitors. Visitors are 

welcome by appointment. Staff’s work locations may vary between home or the office 

depending on tasks. 

Slovenia. In accordance with the government’s decision on the termination 

of temporary restrictive measures in the judicial system from June 1, 2020, the Court 

of Audit resumes procedures that were employed before the pandemic. The deadlines 

for inspections and reports presented by audited entities, which were suspended 

for the period of the restrictive measures, are renewed. 

https://incosai2019.ru/en/documents/50
https://twitter.com/auditor_general/status/1263306156522401792?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3Aauditor_general%7Ctwcon%5Etimelinechrome&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Foag.parliament.nz%2F
http://www.rs-rs.si/javnost-in-mediji/novice/novica/prenehanje-zacasnih-ukrepov-v-upravnih-in-drugih-javnopravnih-zadevah-s-1-junijem/
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Spain. The SAI has published a document on the measures that are being taken  

by the institution in order to resume legal processes in the context of a challenging 

health situation. It is suggested that the two-meter distance is kept and working places 

should be situated at least two meters apart. Access to the building stays limited and 

will be granted upon prior request and subject to agreement. While working with 

paper documents it is recommended to use gloves and disinfect working surfaces. 

Hotlines are preferable in order to prevent private contacts; it is advisable to carry out 

meetings virtually.  

Uruguay. The SAI extended the special working mode till June 12, 2020. Two teams  

of employees have been established so as to work from the office in shifts during this 

period: the first one from May 18 to May 29, and the second one from June 1  

to June 12. Reduced working schedule (up to 4 hours) and the possibility to choose one  

of the two groups were envisaged for employees having children under 12 years of age. 

Remote work has not been discontinued for pregnant women, elderly employees and 

those with chronical diseases, and can also be allowed for others if their tasks allow 

that. 

However, many SAIs continue to operate remotely (for example, in Azerbaijan, 

Argentina, Honduras, Panama and Russia). 

Azerbaijan. The SAI continues to work remotely. Meanwhile, measures to ease  

the special regime introduced due to the pandemic are being discussed.  

Argentina. The institution has posted a short informational video on its Facebook page 

telling about measures taken by the SAI in terms of supporting the government’s 

distancing policy during the pandemic. In particular, it says thatthe institution has 

undertaken measures to protect its staff and established the Crisis Management 

Committee.   

Honduras. The SAI has extended a remote working regime for most employees till 

May 31. 

Panama. President of Panama Mr Laurentino Cortizo highly appreciated the SAI’s 

efficient control over public expenditures during the emergency even though only  

15% of employees work from office. 

https://www.tcu.es/tribunal-de-cuentas/export/sites/default/.content/pdf/ENJUICIAMIENTO_MedidasPrevencionCovid2020.pdf
http://www.tcr.gub.uy/archivos/novedades_795_886_r2020-17-1-0001542.pdf
http://sai.gov.az/2/newsmore/963
https://www.facebook.com/AuditoriaAGN/videos/2351752021795665/
https://twitter.com/TSCHonduras/status/1264776824023846912?s=20
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPma/status/1250170062151049217?s=20
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Russia. 95% of SAI’s employees continue to work remotely. Employees  

of the Financial Department, Departments of Digital Transformation, Human 

Resources and the Administration work in the office in shifts. 

Still some changes in the SAIs’ work plans remain in place. 

Angola. The activities of the SAI were suspended in accordance with the state 

of emergency introduced in the country and resumed on May 5, 2020. Employees 

work in shifts, the working day is shortened. 

Brazil. The SAI’s website says that procedural arrangements were put on hold until 

May 20 and resumed on May 21.  

Canada. On May 12, 2020 Mr Sylvain Ricard, Interim Auditor General of Canada, 

during his statement to the Standing Committee on Finance of the Canadian 

Parliament said that since the beginning of the year the Office of the Auditor General 

of Canada has received three requests for audits from the House of Commons (the 

lower chamber of Parliament): an audit of the Investing in Canada plan of the 

government, an audit of special warrants that could be issued under the Financial 

Administration Act, an audit of the COVID-19 emergency response taken by the 

government. On April 28, 2020 SAI informed the House of Commons about 

prioritizing COVID-19 audit work and the audit of the Investing in Canada plan. Given 

current circumstances, Interim Auditor General informed the Parliament about the 

delay of all other performance audits. The date of resuming audits wasn’t given. 

Cyprus. As part of the first phase of the lockdown easing, all public sector employees 

return to their work, including the staff of the SAI Cyprus. An exception is made 

for employees who have the responsibility of caring for children up to the age of 15 

and children with disabilities. All employees who belong to the vulnerable groups 

(for age or health reasons), will work from home. 

European Court of Auditors. The updated version of ECA 2020 Work Programme was 

published in view of COVID-19 pandemic. ECA has revised its 2020 Work Programme 

to shift the focus of its work towards COVID-19-related aspects: it has adjusted the 

https://tcontas.ao/noticias/abrir_noticia/98
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/tcu-prorroga-prazo-para-prestacao-de-contas-do-exercicio-2019-e-suspende-prazos-processuais-no-ambito-do-tribunal.htm
http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/osh_20200512_e_43563.html
https://twitter.com/CyprusPIO/status/1258041377096687616?s=20
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=53904
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scope, approach and timing of a number of ongoing tasks and decided  

to discontinue some tasks initially planned to start in 2020. 

Guatemala. On its website NAO informs that the visiting hours for citizens have been 

canceled and the relevant work was suspended for the period May 25–29 due  

to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Indonesia. The head of the SAI told about the changes in the work of the Institution  

in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. First of all, this is the transition to “remote 

audit” without inspections on the objects. Changes were made to the audit plans for 

the current year as well. 

Kazakhstan. The SAI prolongs restrictions regarding the visiting hours for citizens  

for the period of May–June. 

Portugal. The SAI redefined the priorities of the Action Plan for 2020 to introduce the 

necessary adaptations to include various aspects of the impact of COVID-19 ensuring 

its adequacy to the resources at its disposal, the imposed limitations, and the need not 

to put additional pressure on the entities directly involved  

in the fight against the pandemic. 

Russia. Due to the coronavirus pandemic changes have been introduced into the SAI’s 

work plan. For example, part of audits that could not be carried out remotely were 

cancelled. As the same time, it is planned to review some audited entities during  

the annual audit of the Federal budget execution and preliminary audit of the Federal 

budget formation.  

United Kingdom. In recognition of the significant impact of COVID-19 on the work  

of many government bodies, Her Majesty's Treasury has extended its administrative 

deadline for the publication of central government accounts until September 30, 2020 

instead of June 30, 2020. NAO UK has reprioritised its work accordingly, working 

closely with HM Treasury and other audited entities. The SAI is still going to complete 

as many audits in line with its usual timetable as possible, but the publication of some 

reports will be delayed until the autumn. Employees continue to work from home. 

https://www.contraloria.gob.gt/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/COMUNICADO-CORONAVIRUS-22-DE-MAYO-2.pdf
https://www.bpk.go.id/news/exit-meeting-of-the-audit-on-central-government-financial-statements-fiscal-year-2019
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/esep/press/news/details/vnimaniyu-yuridicheskih-i-fizicheskih-lic-grazhdan-respubliki-kazahstan?lang=ru
https://www.tcontas.pt/pt-pt/MenuSecundario/Noticias/Pages/noticia-20200518-01.aspx
http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/2020-5-20
https://www.nao.org.uk/about-us/covid-19-coronavirus/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn&utm_content=COVID-19
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The pandemic also changed the schedule of activities of INTOSAI’s working bodies as 

well as its regional organizations. Thus, the EUROSAI Congress was postponed until 

2021 (May 30–June 3, 2021). 

The SAIs now rely even more on digitalized work processes, online solutions and IT 

platforms. 

Online Work Processes  

Angola. The SAI judges hold plenary sessions via videoconferencing using Zoom 

application. 

During the meeting of the members of the African Organization of Supreme Audit 

Institutions (AFROSAI), which was held in the form of a videoconference  

on  May 12, 2020, the President of the Court of Auditors, Dr. E. Gambôa suggested 

a greater sharing of information among member countries, using information 

and communication technologies in the context of the COVID-19. 

Taking into account the Presidential Decrees that establish restrictive measures 

against the COVID-19 pandemic, for example limited movement of people, which 

prevents entities from delivering accounts in the usual way, the SAI has adopted new 

procedures for submitting documents in electronic form. 

Argentina. The SAI has been taking the following measures to enforce its functions:  

o virtual meetings of the board of auditors: the first online session has been 

conducted on April 3, 2020; the general auditors have detected the compliance 

of this format with the legislation;  

o digital signature: the instrument allows the SAI to fulfil its functions swiftly  

in a state of emergency; 

o remote control through reliable computer systems. Necessary information is 

requested and provided remotely, for example through a direct data exchange 

between computer systems.  

Brazil. The SAI has updated its website to improve its interaction with users  

and facilitate the access to some processes during the pandemic. The access will 

remain open after the crisis too.  

https://tcontas.ao/noticias/abrir_noticia/99
https://tcontas.ao/noticias/abrir_noticia/100
https://tcontas.ao/noticias/abrir_noticia/101
https://www.agn.gob.ar/actualidad-institucional/la-agn-consolida-el-trabajo-virtual-y-el-soporte-electronico
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/portal-do-tcu-e-modernizado-para-melhorar-interacao-com-o-usuario.htm
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Under Coopera, special crisis resolution programme, the SAI has launched an online 

panel summarizing all the information concerning the SAI’s COVID-19 efforts.  

The panel is designed to improve the transparency of the SAI’s work during the 

pandemic. The Information is available in the form of graphs and makes it possible  

to view all the relevant processes related to a specific minister, technical or legal 

subdivision with a single click. Also, the panel contains information about certain 

working procedures of the institution that were carried out before the crisis and might 

affect the health care.  

The SAI holds online live sessions via its official YouTube channel.  

The SAI has conducted webinars on the following topics: 

o infrastructure loss-sharing and contract execution in the context  

of the COVID-19 crisis; 

o the energy sector of the country during the pandemic. The SAI has created 

special groups to monitor different areas of mining industry. Their central aim 

is to interact with regulatory authorities for developing working methods and 

models amid the crisis caused by the pandemic;  

o automobile, railroad, aviation and electricity sectors during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Participants of the event—representatives of the National Land 

Transport Agency (ANTT), Ministry for Mining Industry, Ministry for Civil 

Aviation—highlighted the need to search for mutual decisions and strengthen 

the coordination with the SAI for effective response to the ramifications  

of the pandemic.  

China. The SAI took part in a teleconference “The world economy in the context  

of the coronavirus pandemic, the role of SAIs” of the INTOSAI Working Group on 

Financial Modernization on Regulatory Reform. The event, organized by the SAI  

of the USA, was attended by representatives of 19 SAIs, as well as by 15 external 

experts from international organizations. 

Colombia. Comptroller General Carlos Córdoba stressed in his interview  

to the National Radio that digital transformation of the SAI had enabled efficient 

concurrent control over public expenditures during the pandemic. At this point  

https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/painel-do-coopera-traz-transparencia-aos-processos-relacionados-a-covid-19.htm
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/pela-primeira-vez-tcu-realizara-sessao-plenaria-telepresencial-com-transmissao-ao-vivo-pelo-youtube.htm
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/webinario-discute-caminhos-para-acelerar-reequilibrio-economico-financeiro-de-contratos-de-concessao.htm
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/webinario-discute-acoes-para-o-setor-energetico-em-meio-aos-desafios-impostos-pela-pandemia-de-coronavirus.htm
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/webinario-discute-desafios-para-retomada-do-crescimento-nos-setores-rodoviario-ferroviario-aeroportuario-e-eletrico.htm
http://www.audit.gov.cn/n4/n19/c139240/content.html
https://twitter.com/CGR_Colombia/status/1265367953970728961?s=20
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the SAI has acquired access to nearly 500 databases of various public bodies, and they 

should be increased up to 1600 by the end of July. The citizens’ participation  

in the control process has also been useful as the SAI collects and evaluates all  

the violation reports received via the website, social media and the special mobile app. 

Indonesia. The SAI participated in the 7th Virtual Asia Asia-Pacific Forum  

on Sustainable Development (APFSD). The event was organized by Economic  

and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). This meeting is held 

annually and is a regional platform to support countries in implementing the Agenda 

2030. This year the forum was devoted to “Accelerating Action for and Delivery  

of the 2030 Agenda in Asia And the Pacific.”  

The SAI held a videoconference meeting with a number of ministries. The meeting was 

dedicated to discussing the financial reports of the government for 2019 year. 

Portugal. A special website “Court of Auditors Online Services” has been created, 

so that public authorities can submit all their accounts to the SAI electronically. 

The SAI has created a section on its website devoted to frequently asked questions 

about audits in electronic form. 

Russia. All meetings of the Collegium of the Accounts Chamber of the Russian 

Federation, conferences, training events, meetings between management and 

employees are held online. 

The main online platform used is KSO Portal developed by the Accounts Chamber  

and launched in 2015. This is a unique online platform that creates a single digital 

environment for the Accounts Chamber and Regional Audit Institutions. It provides  

an opportunity to plan and conduct joint control and expert-analytical activities, 

videoconferences as well as enables electronic document circulation, use of electronic 

library, training and surveys. The portal also hosts events for experience exchanges 

with foreign SAIs. 

https://www.bpk.go.id/news/bpk-berpartisipasi-dalam-the-7th-virtual-asia-pacific-forum-on-sustainable-development
https://www.bpk.go.id/news/exit-meeting-pemeriksaan-lkpp-tahun-2019
https://econtas.tcontas.pt/extgdoc/login/login.aspx
https://t.co/vVkKqJBffX?amp=1
https://portalkso.ru/
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Turkey. The SAI Turkey, whose term of chairmanship in EUROSAI has been extended 

until 2021 due to the pandemic, holds the 51st Governing Board videoconference 

meeting of the organization on June 3, 2020. 

United Kingdom. A contact form on the NAO UK website is used for submitting 

electronic enquiries as the SAI has suspended processing hard-copy correspondence 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

How SAIs respond to the COVID-19  

Monitoring of SAIs’ activities shows that SAIs have adapted to remote work and 

continue to actively respond to consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For example, the SAIs issue declarations and guidelines on how to work  

in the current circumstances, develop special programs on public authorities support 

measures and provide consultations.  

Audits are mainly focused on healthcare, public procurement, cybersecurity, 

businesses, self-employed citizens, agricultural sector and food producers support. 

Special attention is paid to anti-corruption activities.  

The number of issued materials on the official SAIs’ websites and their social media 

accounts has increased. SAIs continue to promote public awareness about COVID-19 

by publishing analytical articles on the COVID-19 impact on different sectors of 

economy.  

Many SAIs are directly involved in the fight against the spread of the pandemic. 

Guidelines and Audits on COVID-19 

 
Argentina. Due to the COVID-19 crisis the SAI issued a Declaration that reflects the 

main tasks of the agency: not to interfere with the work of officials, guarantee timely 

presentation of reports to the Congress, exercise proper control over the actions  

of the state and inform the public about them. The declaration also indicates  

https://twitter.com/EUROSAI_OP/status/1260857053129650176?s=20
https://www.nao.org.uk/contact-us/contact-us/
https://www.agn.gob.ar/covid-2019/coronavirus-covid-19
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the measures taken by the SAI to fulfil its mission in accordance with the national 

legislation on emergency situations: 

o a crisis committee with operational management powers and internal 

communication during the crisis has been established; 

o employees assistance: a preventive medical protocol created, early social 

exclusion measures taken, employees on business trips recalled, the health  

of workers in risk groups monitored; a psychological support phone line  

is in operation, and flu vaccination has been carried out. 

Brazil. Measures taken under the Coopera program are directed at supporting  

the state and society. Programme is based on the special state action plan to fight 

COVID-19 that envisages monitoring of 27 initiatives implemented by 8 ministries. 

Under this program, the SAI:  

o takes part in an IT working group of the Government Crisis Committee  

on oversight and monitoring of COVID-19 impact, with the purpose of the group 

being the promotion of digital integration between federal institutions;  

o plans to conduct webinars on emergency health protection measures  

in the corporate sector, economic and financial support measures for companies;  

o supports the initiative of the National School of Public Administration Enap 

aimed at mobilizing the society for seeking decisions to fight against the 

pandemic;  

o conducts virtual plenary sessions which are to be broadcast live on Youtube. 

The SAI has assessed the efficiency of wards on the basis of open data (number  

of beds and medical staff, amount of in-house procedures and hospital admissions) 

coming to the conclusion that large state hospitals, as a rule, are more effective  

in treating patients.  

The SAI has called upon the Ministry of Defense to return emergency aid that was 

received by the military by mistake. The emergency aid amounting to ca. 7,5 million 

USD was paid out to 73 000 soldiers with no regard to legal requirements: a part  

of the military, whom the subvention was given, had not met the criteria for receiving 

https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/tcu-lanca-o-coopera-programa-especial-de-atuacao-no-enfrentamento-a-crise-da-covid-19.htm
https://desafios.enap.gov.br/
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/hospitais-publicos-maiores-estaduais-e-da-administracao-indireta-tendem-a-ser-mais-eficientes.htm
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/tcu-determina-devolucao-do-auxilio-emergencial-da-covid-19-recebido-por-militares.htm
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the assistance. The Ministry of Defense is to report to the SAI about the measures 

taken to investigate violations.  

Testing the development and implementation of customs and tax arrangements 

adopted by the federal government in response to the crisis caused by COVID-19 has 

shown that these measures are similar to the measures undertaken by other countries. 

The monitoring has also uncovered risks associated with the influence of the 

mentioned steps on revenue collection in light of projected decline in economic 

activity and, consequently, inability to pay taxes. The SAI will continue the monitoring 

of economic activity and other measures that will be taken by the federal government.  

The SAI and the Brazilian office of Transparency International have published  

the guide “Recommendations on ensuring the transparency of actions in emergency 

situations in response to COVID-19,” designed for federal, regional and municipal civil 

servants for averting corruption on their part during the crisis.  

The SAI has published a memo on oversight in terms of implementing measures  

of the federal government in response to the crisis caused by the pandemic.  

The assessment of social security and benefit payments has been carried out  

by the National Institute of Social Security (INSS). The SAI has diagnosed that due  

to the suspended in-person service in INSS offices the risk of the system’s failure  

to detect the faces of those who are eligible for the reception social benefits has 

increased.   

Columbia. As of May 1, the SAI received more than one thousand citizens’ reports on 

violations, including 758 with regard to the emergency situation. 

Having evaluated the distribution of loans to agricultural companies and food 

producers, the SAI noted that 90% of the aid is designated for large agriculture 

producers thus failing to contribute to preserving employment in the sector. 

The SAI has initiated application of fiscal responsibility measures to the governor  

of the Arauca department and other regional executives for the amount of 1605 billion 

pesos (262,2 million USD) due to violations during products’ procurement and 

distribution. The same violations gave way to another 27 preliminary investigations 

against some national government bodies as well as regional and local authorities. 

https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/acoes-tributarias-adotadas-pelo-brasil-durante-a-crise-do-coronavirus-estao-alinhadas-com-outros-paises.htm
https://comunidade.transparenciainternacional.org.br/asset/86:tibr-recomendacoes-de-contratacoes-emergenciais-covid19?stream=1
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/destaques-da-sessao-plenaria-de-20-de-maio.htm
https://twitter.com/CGR_Colombia/status/1256005179306135557?s=20
https://www.kienyke.com/colombia/creditos-subsidios-para-agro-campo-denuncias
https://www.contraloria.gov.co/contraloria/sala-de-prensa/boletines-de-prensa/boletines-de-prensa-2020/-/asset_publisher/9IOzepbPkrRW/content/por-presuntos-sobrecostos-en-contratacion-de-emergencia-por-covid-19-contraloria-abre-proceso-de-responsabilidad-fiscal-por-1-050-millones-contra-gobe?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://www.contraloria.gov.co:443/contraloria/sala-de-prensa/boletines-de-prensa/boletines-de-prensa-2020%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_9IOzepbPkrRW%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3D_118_INSTANCE_UixrmF0fHuSj__column-1%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D2
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The SAI audited the distribution of 75000 food baskets and payments of social 

benefits by the Cali administration. 

The SAI audited almost 38 thousand contracts signed by authorities of all levels 

between March 10 and April 5, including more than 7700 that imply the use  

of emergency funds. 

Based on the evidence provided by the SAI, 8 municipalities had to renegotiate their 

contracts which led to the reduction of overall contract price by 5,7 billion pesos  

(1,53 million USD). 

The SAI analysed the data bases of the Agriculture Financing Fund and found that  

the funding is received by major producers rather than by small and medium 

businesses. 

Costa Rica. Since early May, the SAI has approved 2 single-source procurements, 

including services for press distribution for the San Jose municipality for the amount 

of up to 30 million colons (52,5 thousand USD) and the lease of venue for Congress 

sessions for the Legislative Assembly for the amount of up to 11 575 million colons 

(20.3 thousand USD). 

Cyprus. A laboratory testing for coronavirus disease program for 20 thousand public 

and private sector employees was audited by the SAI Cyprus. The Ministry of Health 

has concluded contracts with a number of private centers for these purposes. 

As a result of the audit, the SAI revealed that the tests were almost three times 

overpriced. 

The SAI considered a bill supporting enterprises and self-employed citizens during 

the COVID-19 outbreak. The bill provides for the state guarantees for 1,5 billion euros 

loans. In the audit findings it is noted that the proposed procedure for providing such 

guarantees that excludes the possibility of control on the part of the SAI goes against 

the Constitution. 

Czech Republic. On May 18, 2020 the SAI began auditing public procurements 

of personal protective equipment during the state of emergency, for which 11 billion 

Czech korunas (430 million USD) from the state budget were spent. 

https://twitter.com/CGR_Colombia/status/1255534947504455680?s=20
https://twitter.com/CGR_Colombia/status/1255648577835208709?s=20
https://twitter.com/CGR_Colombia/status/1255888694390685697?s=20
https://twitter.com/CGR_Colombia/status/1255862572416405504?s=20
https://twitter.com/cgrcostarica/status/1258079164437082112?s=20
https://www.pio.gov.cy/%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B1%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%B9%CE%BD%CF%89%CE%B8%CE%AD%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B1-%CE%AC%CF%81%CE%B8%CF%81%CE%BF.html?id=13375#flat
http://www.audit.gov.cy/audit/audit.nsf/287DF62F9AA630F9C225856700297C32/$file/M-200513-%CE%9D%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%87%CE%AD%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BF%20%CE%BA%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8E%CE%BD%20%CE%B5%CE%B3%CE%B3%CF%85%CE%AE%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%89%CE%BD.pdf
https://domaci.ihned.cz/c1-66761340-stat-neprosel-tim-cim-banky-zbytecne-utraci-za-lidi-a-to-se-mu-vymsti-rika-prezident-nku-kala
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The 2020 Audit Plan was supplemented by an audit of the state budget spending 

associated with the epidemiological situation in the Czech Republic. The entities to be 

audited in June are the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Health, and the State 

Administration of Material Reserves. 

Dominican Republic. The SAI has planned audits of all the public procurement 

expenditures and contracts during the emergency, as well as to evaluate  

the efficiency of internal concurrent control measures. 

The president of the Federation of municipalities of the Dominican Republic (Fedomu) 

Anyolino Germosén in his interview to local media has expressed concerns over  

the fact that some municipal leaders tend to resort to private audit companies in order 

to review the results of their predecessors’ work, while legally this falls within  

the mandate of the SAI. 

Ecuador. The SAI will conduct eight more public procurement audits in Quito 

hospitals, in addition to the 36 audit works that have already begun. These audit 

works contemplate appropriateness of spending public resources during the fight 

against coronavirus. 

The SAI conducts audit of the National Risk Management Service and emergency 

situations for the period from May 16, 2020 to April 6, 2020. In particular, the agency 

will analyze the actions of the procurement service and the distribution of 

complementary care kits for citizens affected by a health emergency. The purpose  

of the audit is to verify the effectiveness of the use of public resources and compliance 

with applicable regulations. 

The SAI approved three reports that indicate signs of criminal offenses in the process 

of concluding contracts for the purchase of medical supplies in hospitals, as well as 

under the hospital construction contract. 

European Court of Auditors. The ECA has added two new reviews to the Work 

Programme: one on the EU’s contribution to the public health and another 

on its economic policy response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The aim of both reviews 

is to contribute to public discussion on how the EU and its Member States have dealt 

https://www.nku.cz/cz/publikace-a-dokumenty/vestnik/doplneni-planu-kontrolni-cinnosti-o-kontrolu-c--20-32-id11233/
https://presidencia.gob.do/noticias/contraloria-responde-al-prm-sobre-solicitud-de-informe-por-compras-hechas-durante-estado
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/ciudad/es-a-la-camara-de-cuentas-que-le-corresponde-auditar-cabildos-afirma-fedomu-NF18848959
https://www.contraloria.gob.ec/CentralMedios/SalaPrensa/23839
https://www.contraloria.gob.ec/CentralMedios/SalaPrensa/23841
https://www.contraloria.gob.ec/CentralMedios/SalaPrensa/23846
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/NewsItem.aspx?nid=13822
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with the effects of the pandemic. In addition, they will contribute to the debate 

on the role of the EU and its bodies during this and future crises. 

Finland. The SAI published a report on the efficiency of state budget use. The report 

examines the General Government Fiscal Plan for 2021–2024, the impact  

of exceptional circumstances on fiscal planning and government’s response  

to the situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, feasibility evaluation of the forecast for 

economic development in the near future. 

Germany. A report on the current economic situation and additional financing  

of the main German railway operator Deutsche Bahn (DB) in connection  

with the COVID-19 crisis is published on the official website of the SAI. According  

to the SAI, the federal government should take measures for the further structural 

development of the DB, which were announced before by the Federal Ministry of 

Transport and Digital Infrastructure. 

Guatemala. NAO published on its official website a Protocol for prevention  

of COVID-19 and measures to be taken to continue safe operations at work.  

Honduras. The SAI has published a preliminary report regarding the review  

of the expenditures of the Permanent contingency commission (COPECO). Several 

irregularities have been detected based on the analysis of public procurement 

documents amounting to over 6 million USD between March 17 and April 4, including 

the lack of complete information required by the procedures, contracting intermediary 

companies and data absence about a procurement initiator and purpose. 

The SAI completed auditing purchase of products by the National Basic Products 

Supplier (Banasupro) for providing social aid to population. The results showed  

lack of separate budget, lack of contracts signed by suppliers and employment 

contracts with hired personnel. Overall evaluation of this social aid program amounts 

to 473,6 million lempiras (19 million USD). 

Hungary. SAI summarizes audit experience of the healthcare sector and provides 

opportunity for consultation, thereby supporting the management of hospitals during 

the health emergency. 

https://www.vtv.fi/tiedotteet/kriisin-hoito-on-nyt-tarkeinta-mutta-jatkossa-tarvitaan-myos-rakenteellisia-uudistuksia/
https://www.bundesrechnungshof.de/de/veroeffentlichungen/produkte/beratungsberichte/2020/2020-bericht-aktuelle-erkenntnisse-zur-wirtschaftlichen-lage-und-zum-corona-bedingten-zusaetzlichen-finanzierungsbedarf-des-db-ag-konzerns
https://outlook.ach.gov.ru/owa/#path=/mail
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mCrNXu3VkUKzyvnvGclmpvC0QGyNFrJm/view
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/covid19/index.php/8-noticias/45-tsc-presenta-reporte-control-concurrente-banasupro#incongruencia-administrativa
https://www.aszhirportal.hu/en/news/the-sao-performs-its-statutory-duties-in-the-health-emergency
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Kazakhstan. SAI Chair Ms Godunova has held a meeting with the President  

of the Republic of Kazakhstan Mr Tokaev. During the meeting Ms Godunova 

informed the President about the monitoring of budget expenditures allocated for 

anti-crisis measures taken in Kazakhstan due to the pandemic. The audit is carried out 

in two stages: first, together with the Ministry of Finance, a public procurement and 

in-office audits are being carried out; second, the SAI audits the administrators of 

budget programs in all 17 regions of the country. Alongside with this, the SAI 

conducted an audit of the consolidated financial statements for the first time. 

New Zealand. The SAI will provide independent review of the Ministry of Health’s 

management of personal protective equipment, its adequate supply and distribution  

during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The SAI updated information on the Government spending on COVID-19 during 

March 2020. SAI has not identified any budget spending violations.  

On 25 March 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Parliament passed 

legislation authorizing the Government to spend up to 52 billion USD more than the 

129,5 billion USD already authorized for 2019–2020. In March, the Government 

approved additional spending of 11.5 billion USD to respond to COVID-19. Most of it—

9.3 billion USD—was designated for business support. 

Panama. The SAI’s twitter provides recommendations to all public bodies, public 

enterprises and local authorities to renegotiate their venue lease agreements in order 

to cut budgetary expenses, given the reduction of rental rates due to the economic 

impact of the pandemic. 

Peru. Since the start of the pandemic emergency situation, the SAI has published  

2733 reports of national and regional audits and approved public procurement for  

a total amount of 7.72 billion soles (2.26 billion USD).  

Within its preventive analysis functions, the SAI has initiated a widespread audit of 

medical institutions. Some of the inspections revealed such issues as the lack of special 

intensive care and admission units for COVID-19 patients, lack of disinfectants for 

visitors in admission units, solid medical waste in close proximity to ICUs and lack of 

personnel vaccination against seasonal flue. 

https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/esep/press/news/details/glava-gosudarstva-prinyal-predsedatelya-schetnogo-komiteta-po-kontrolyu-za-ispolneniem-respublikanskogo-byudzheta-natalyu-godunovu3?lang=ru
https://oag.parliament.nz/media/2020/ppe
https://oag.parliament.nz/media/2020/controller-may
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPma/status/1258065295949942784?s=20
https://emergenciasanitaria.contraloria.gob.pe/
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPeru/status/1252769719075078144?s=20
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Based on citizens’ complaints, the SAI initiated the inspection of compliance with 

sanitary rules by municipal authorities regarding the distribution of the equipment  

for personal protection of workers involved in street cleaning. 

Reports about irregularities in personal protective equipment purchase for the SAI 

employees gave way to investigation of public procurement procedures violations  

by designated executives. 

In view of media reports, the SAI established a special team to carry out an internal 

investigation against former Comptroller General Edgar Alarcon due  

to the amendments made to his income declaration while he assumed the position. 

The SAI and regional audit bodies initiated a simultaneous national inspection  

of police stations verifying existence of personal protection equipment, their use  

and storage procedures and other measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Other 

control activities in the previous week included auditing food procurement procedures 

for social assistance purposes, installation of equipment, compliance with safety 

regulations and necessary conditions for COVID-19 patients treatment in regional 

hospitals and evaluation of conditions in hospitals adapted to host quarantined 

citizens. 

Portugal. The SAI plans to evaluate measures and procedures adopted to ensure quick 

response to an emergency, transparency, integrity and accountability; to conduct 

research aimed at identifying the main high risks areas; to carry out performance audit 

in key sectors such as healthcare and social security, without interfering 

with the auditees’ activities aimed at combating COVID-19. 

Russia. SAI has been preparing proposals and recommendations for the Russian 

healthcare system modernization. 

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak in Russia, the Accounts Chamber has 

been monitoring the situation and measures taken to combat the pandemic. According 

to Deputy Chair of the Accounts Chamber Ms Galina Izotova, as the fight against 

COVID-19 continues, it is necessary to increase budget spending on healthcare 

support, including national projects “Healthcare” and “Demography,” as well as  

https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPeru/status/1263240004505083904?s=20
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPeru/status/1258213642719432705?s=20
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPeru/status/1255266746992386049?s=20
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPeru/status/1265681418815975427?s=20
https://www.tcontas.pt/pt-pt/MenuSecundario/Noticias/Pages/noticia-20200518-01.aspx
http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/galina-izotova-v-borbe-s-pandemiey-nuzhny-mery-s-minimalnym-negativnym-effektom-na-ekonomiku
http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/galina-izotova-v-borbe-s-pandemiey-nuzhny-mery-s-minimalnym-negativnym-effektom-na-ekonomiku
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to address regional imbalances in terms of availability and quality of medical care 

services to the public. 

The Accounts Chamber is going to analyze the subventions provided from the Federal 

Compulsory Medical Insurance Fund to the territorial funds to implement the 

compulsory medical insurance mandate given to the authorities of subjects of the 

Russian Federation. 

South Africa. The Auditor-General during his briefing in the Parliament on assessment 

of the Department of Health’s strategic and annual performance plans and budget 

reported on the inadequate internal oversight of financial and performance 

management reporting and compliance, ineffective and wasteful expenditures.  

The Department was advised on the corrective measures to improve on its financial 

reporting and management.  

Thailand. The opposition headed by the Thai People Power Party submitted a petition 

to the Office of the Auditor-General (OAG) asking it to look into the government's 

spending on the fight against the pandemic and examine its plans to boost the 

economy. The move followed the government's decision to borrow 1 trillion baht  

(31 billion USD) to combat the COVID-19 crisis, and massive complaints by people 

who missed out on the cash handouts. 

United Kingdom. The SAI published Overview of the UK government’s response  

to the COVID-19 pandemic with the analysis of the following expenditures: 

o health and social care measures, including service delivery, equipment, testing, 

services and vaccine development; 

o support for individuals, including benefits and sick pay, deferred tax payments; 

o support for businesses, including support for retaining jobs, loans and grants; 

o other support including international aid. 

In June, a report will be published describing specific measures taken by the health 

and social welfare system. Based on these publications, it is planned to prepare a series 

of studies using a risk-based approach. 

http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/2020-5-20
https://www.parliament.gov.za/news/health-committee-chairperson-requests-frequent-meetings-auditor-general-strengthen-oversight
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1914336/opposition-wants-covid-spend-probe
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/summary-of-uk-governments-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
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Venezuela. According to the President’s order Comptroller General Elvis Amoroso 

personally led the inspection of the De Coche wholesale market to put an end  

to the speculative overpricing of products. 

More Open SAIs 

Argentina. The SAI together with the Latin American Organization of Supreme Audit 

Institutions (OLACEFS) launched the BlogCOVID to share experiences on current 

issues during the pandemic. 

Brazil. In order to increase openness and transparency, a website was launched  

to communicate information on the SAI’s initiative related to state resources used  

for fighting against the COVID-19. Special information panel will also be available. 

The SAI has presented a virtual exhibition “Health routes in Brazil.” The SAI’s 

exhibition was opened in November 2019 and devoted to the contribution  

of the institution to the development of the country’s health care system since 1988. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the exhibition space was closed for visitors.  

The SAI together with IT experts and health care and museology representatives 

created the first ever virtual exhibition of the institution that allows to learn about  

the history of the country’s health care system and the SAI’s work in an interactive 

way.  

Peru. The SAI launched the web portal “Monitoring control and transparency during 

the pandemic” which provides aggregate information and individual reports  

on all the audits carried out within the emergency. 

Raising Public Awareness about COVID-19 

Brazil. On its website, the SAI has published the information about the support  

of the initiative of the National School of Government Enap that aims at mobilizing 

the society in seeking solutions to fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.  

On its innovative platform, Enap has published four objectives regarding health care, 

economy, social interaction and technology.  

https://twitter.com/CGRVenezuela/status/1255519663364112386?s=20
http://olacefs.com/covid19-blog
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/coopera/
https://tour360.meupasseiovirtual.com/025673/90290/museu-do-tcu/tourvirtual/
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/visite-virtualmente-a-exposicao-percursos-da-saude-no-brasil-a-contribuicao-do-tcu.htm
https://emergenciasanitaria.contraloria.gob.pe/
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/tcu-apoia-iniciativa-da-enap-para-mobilizar-sociedade-na-busca-de-solucoes-contra-a-covid-19.htm
https://desafios.enap.gov.br/
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Peru. The SAI has announced the recruitment of volunteers to participate  

in the “Citizen control” program which implies remote control and on-site audits  

of public bodies after the lockdown is lifted. 

El Comercio periodical published an article by Comptroller General Nelson Shack  

on fighting corruption during the emergency highlighting the efficiency of the 

concurrent control system implemented in Peru. According to the integrated control 

strategy more than 1600 auditors are to inspect 1400 public bodies. 2900 reports out 

of 4500 have already been completed. 

Spain. The SAI has published the information about how fraudsters send e-mails from  

the non-existent mailbox of the SAI. Cybercriminals use the phishing technology to get 

personal information and confidential data of addressees.  

SAIs’ Publications on COVID-19 and Related Issues 

Brazil. Within the framework of the Coopera programme, the SAI is monitoring  

the efforts of other SAIs and international organizations to collect the information 

about their actions in response to COVID-19. The SAI’s website shows a selection  

of initiatives of some SAIs (primarily from Latin America) and international 

organizations (including the banking sector).  

Under the Coopera programme, the SAI has prepared an overview of issues related 

state resources in emergency situations. This is a selection of court practices that may 

be used by senior officials on different levels. The overview’s purpose is to ensure 

transparent management of budget resources.   

France. The SAI materials collected over several years on the topic “Health 

Emergency” were published. Such areas as public finances, public management, health, 

education, and housing were examined. The Opinion of the High Council of Public 

Finance on the draft Amending Budget Act for 2020 (April 2020) related 

to the epidemic was also published. 

Netherlands. An analysis of negotiations between the Minister of Health and 

pharmaceutical companies about the cost of medicines purchased has been published 

on the official website of the SAI. It says that the Minister of Health should tighten his 

https://monitorciudadano.contraloria.gob.pe/
https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/colaboradores/el-control-en-pandemia-por-nelson-shack-noticia/
https://www.tcu.es/tribunal-de-cuentas/es/sala-de-prensa/noticias/Advertencia-sobre-intento-de-ataque-de-phishing-mediante-suplantacion-del-Tribunal-de-Cuentas/
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/efs-e-organizacoes-internacionais-no-enfrentamento-a-crise-da-covid-19.htm
https://portal.tcu.gov.br/imprensa/noticias/publicacao-traz-levantamento-das-decisoes-do-tribunal-em-situacoes-emergenciais.htm
https://www.ccomptes.fr/fr/actualites/urgence-sanitaire-les-juridictions-financieres-vous-eclairent
https://www.ccomptes.fr/fr/actualites/urgence-sanitaire-les-juridictions-financieres-vous-eclairent
https://english.rekenkamer.nl/latest/news/2020/05/04/bigger-discounts-needed-on-expensive-medicines-to-avoid-crowding-out-effects
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stance on price controls for new expensive medications and ensure discounts to 

minimize the risks of unprofitable distribution of funds in the health care. 

New Zealand. The first Bulletin on impact on public sector reporting was published. 

The state of emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly 

influenced most public sector entities, in particular the finalization of annual reports 

and annual financial statements. The Bulletin covers Guidance for revaluations  

of property, plant and equipment, and investment property. 

There is an article published on the SAI’s website titled “Auditing public organizations 

during COVID-19.” The article covers good practices of audit report preparation  

and shows how to present the impact of COVID-19 on the work of audited entities  

in such reports. 

Peru. A declaration by the Comptroller General on the SAI web site states that  

the current crisis has exposed weaknesses of public administration on the national 

level. Though the government has allocated funds to provide food for poor families,  

it does not have detailed information on how many people are in need of help and 

where they live. Furthermore, nearly one third of food baskets were distributed  

to beneficiaries with a two-week delay, which renders this social aid program useless. 

The national inspection of food distribution program has been completed in 600 

municipalities out of almost 1000.  

Russia. The Accounts Chamber continues to publish weekly reviews of current 

materials of various international organizations and think tanks concerning the most 

important areas of COVID-19 impact on everyday life: 

o “Social impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and inclusion.” The overview considers  

the impact of the pandemic on the most vulnerable people and relevant support 

measures.  

o “COVID-19 impact on industry and the environment.” The overview examines  

the main problems of industrial production caused by the pandemic, as well as 

forecasts of the situation development. 

https://auditnz.parliament.nz/good-practice/public-sector-reporting
https://oag.parliament.nz/blog/2020/auditing-during-covid19
http://www.contraloria.gob.pe/wps/wcm/connect/cgrnew/as_contraloria/prensa/notas_de_prensa/2020/lima/np_217-2020-cg-gcoc
http://www.ach.gov.ru/upload/pdf/Eng-Covid-19-Inclusion%20.pdf
http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/kak-koronavirus-menyaet-promyshlennost-pereprofilirovanie-proizvodstva-pomoshch-gosudarstva-i-vliyan
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o “Openness in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.” The overview analyses  

the changes in approaches to ensuring openness (informational, functional, 

openness of states and SAIs) during the pandemic. 

o “Mineral resource management in the context of COVID-19.” The overview 

provides an analysis of how extractive companies and governments are addressing 

challenges of the current crisis, as well as prospects for mineral resource 

management development. 

Slovakia. The SAI published a press release “Crisis mitigation measures are important, 

but they will have a significant impact on budgetary developments” on its website. 

According to the SAI quarter report, targeted support of the economy is necessary  

in the current situation and is not in conflict with the rules of responsible budget 

policy. This year's budget is not only exposed to the risks caused by the pandemic: 

military purchases will have a significant impact; there are difficulties in pension 

expenditures. Public debt could thus rise to 60% of GDP. In the current situation,  

SAI recommends to revise expenditures and setting priorities for all ministries and 

state institutions. 

South Africa. Head of the SAI Mr Kimi Makwetu published an article “Audit offices 

responding in times of crisis” which notes the readiness of the SAI to deploy a multi-

disciplinary team of auditors to assist the government in the fight against the 

pandemic.  

United Kingdom. The SAI Head Mr Gareth Davies posted the article “COVID-19: What 

it means for the NAO” on his blog. The NAO UK has been home-based for a month 

now. It was well-prepared for homeworking as its systems are designed to support 

secure remote auditing. SAI is preparing an overview with a factual summary 

of the significant government spending commitments and programmes relating 

to COVID-19, it will be published next month. It will be used to identify a risk-based 

series of evaluative studies. The audit will also be continued in other important areas, 

not necessarily related to COVID-19: EU Exit; progress in meeting government’s net 

zero carbon emissions target; and the financial sustainability of key public services. 

 

http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/kak-koronavirus-menyaet-otkrytost-gosudarstv-analiticheskie-portaly-i-novye-ploshchadki-dlya-dialoga
http://www.ach.gov.ru/news/kak-koronavirus-menyaet-nedropolzovanie-antirekordy-na-rynke-nefti-i-zakrytie-proizvodstva
https://www.nku.gov.sk/web/sao/news/-/asset_publisher/FaxZbYV7Oqlp/content/crisis-mitigation-measures-are-important-but-they-will-have-a-significant-impact-on-budgetary-developments
https://www.agsa.co.za/Portals/0/AuditPerspectiveAG_APRIL2020.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/naoblog/covid-19-what-it-means-for-the-nao/
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USA. SAI published different materials on its website: 

o  “Social distancing during pandemics” considers social distancing, how it works, 

and its efficiency. The SAI identifies challenges and opportunities of social 

distancing, as well as questions that haven’t been yet clearly answered. For 

example, how, when, and for how long can social distancing be broadly 

implemented, while minimizing disruption to the daily routine of the population 

and the economy. 

o In “COVID-19 testing,” the SAI expands on three types of tests adopted by the 

government. For example, the SAI indicates that more tests to reach more people 

would require greater availability of resources such as personal protective 

equipment needed by health care workers. The use of at-home sample collection 

kits may expand testing, however, it could result in reduced test accuracy. 

o  “COVID-19 Vaccine Development” covers the notion of vaccine, how it works, 

challenges, and opportunities in terms of COVID-19. Under normal 

circumstances, the entire process of vaccine development typically takes from 10 

to 15 years, with more than 65 percent of candidates failing. There is an effort to 

expedite this process for COVID-19. As of May 15, 2020, there are more than 110 

COVID-19 vaccines in development globally; of those, at least three are being 

developed in the United States with federal funding. 

The SAI’s WatchBlog published articles: 

o  “Protecting Nursing Home Residents from Infections like COVID-19”.  

The results of the SAI’s audit indicate that between 2013 and 2017, 82% (13 299) 

of nursing homes were cited with an infection prevention control deficiency.  

The report with full statistical data was published on the SAI’s website.    

o  “Providing Services to Older Adults Isolated Due to COVID-19” covers measures 

taken by the federal government to support older adults isolated as a result  

of COVID-19.  

o  “COVID-19 Potential Impact on Prisons’ Populations and Health Care Costs”. 

The article expands on measures, helping to mitigate the spread of the 

coronavirus in the U.S. prisons. The SAI also indicates the possibility of a rise in 

healthcare costs in prisons.  

https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/706916.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707071.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707152.pdf
https://blog.gao.gov/2020/05/21/protecting-nursing-home-residents-from-infections-like-covid-19/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707069.pdf
https://blog.gao.gov/2020/04/21/providing-services-to-older-adults-isolated-due-to-covid-19/
https://blog.gao.gov/2020/05/13/covid-19-potential-impact-on-prisons-populations-and-health-care-costs/
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o  “A Critical Shortage of Nurses”. The SAI indicates that the U.S. has been facing  

a critical nursing shortage for years, due to increased demands on the healthcare 

system as baby boomers age. 

o  “CRISPR: A Technology That Could Help In the Fight Against COVID-19” deals 

with the principles behind the CRISPR technology, including with regards to 

COVID-19. 

o  “Superbugs: Antibiotic-Resistant Bacterial Infections on the Rise”. The federal 

government’s efforts to track and prevent superbugs are limited by a number  

of factors, including: not enough new antibiotics in development to meet the 

threat of resistance; challenge of the appropriate use of antibiotics and data 

collection; limited amount of data through surveillance systems; need for more 

diagnostic studies. The SAI made a number of recommendations to federal 

agencies to address such threats. 

Direct Involvement in the Fight against COVID-19 

Bangladesh. There has been posted a message on the website of the SAI about donating 

one-day salary’s workers to the Prime Minister's relief fund to help combat the 

coronavirus outbreak in the country.  

Bhutan. In consideration of governments efforts towards Contact Tracing relating  

to COVID-19 outbreak, the Royal Audit Authority (RAA) has generated the QR code 

from the Druk Trace app and displayed it at the entrance of the office building. All 

RAA officials and visitors are hereby requested to use the Druk Trace app to scan the 

QR code during every visit to office, to aid the government in preventing local 

transmission of COVID-19 in the country. Those who do not have smartphones are 

required to provide contact information to be filled in the log files that are managed by 

the front desk.  

Cambodia.  There has been posted a message on the website of the SAI about  

the donations of staff salaries to the Children Fund to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Peru. Comptroller General Mr Nelson Shack led the inspection to control the 

disinfection of public transport vehicles.  

https://blog.gao.gov/2020/05/12/a-critical-shortage-of-nurses/
https://blog.gao.gov/2020/04/23/crispr-a-technology-that-could-help-in-the-fight-against-covid-19/
https://blog.gao.gov/2020/04/30/superbugs-antibiotic-resistant-bacterial-infections-on-the-rise/
http://www.cagbd.org/news-details/1784
https://outlook.ach.gov.ru/owa/#path=/mail
http://naacambodia.com/en/news/post/covid19-15-04-2020/
https://twitter.com/ContraloriaPeru/status/1255364033127092226?s=20
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